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This is a city
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This is a city
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Is it a creative city?
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5…and then those 
prototypes are 

tested  in real world 
situations

3. The team 
creates a “Future 
image” – how the 
issue will look like 
in the long term

1. A key challenge 
is   

usually-explored 
inter-disciplinary 

team

2. The “foresight 
tower” supports 

the process: 
trends, best 
practices…

4. …and then 
translates it into 

practical ideas and 
prototypes  also for 

the short term. 
What do we do 

about bit tomorrow?

Urban Innovation Center, at the core of a 
Knowledge City
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Physical Innovation/Future Centers
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…in many sectors

Telecom -
Ericsson

Insurance -
Skandia

City–
Oss

City–
Amsterdam*

Energy–
Sydkraft

Services–
Royal Mail

Banking –
ABN Amro

Transport–
LEF

Education–
Pisga Beer 
Sheva

Hi-Tech–
Xerox Japan

Regional–
Momementum

Hi-tech–
Innovation Lab

University
Oasis

Education–
Bat Yam FC

Economics–
The Shipyard
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The idea: Virtual Innovation 
Centers for smart cities

• Question: Is it possible to MULTIPLY the 

SPEED, ACCESSIBILITY (to all citizens) and 
impact of the urban innovation center through web 
technologies ?
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The project: 

1. Designing the concept of virtual (OR HYBRID!) urban 
innovation center. Using learning from physical innovation 
centers.

2. Creating a virtual platform (e.g. through 2nd lifelogie)

3. Integrating the virtual innovation center with other web  based 
services that operate in the city. 

4. Prototyping in several cities.1/20/2010
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Partners

• Cities that want to experiment and 
prototype the idea.

• Expert in creating  and operating virtual 
worlds (e.g. 2nd life).

• Expert in the social/organizational aspects of 
virtual worlds.

• Expert in integrating virtual worlds and web 
services.

• Anybody else that might add significant value 
to make this an outstanding project.
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And…4 competencies we can offer to 
other projects
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Innovation Ecology: focused on 
research and planning of 
innovation systems and 
knowledge cities.

Dissemination: Extra-ordinary research 

project books, manuals, web sites

“Architecting“ integrated 
approaches /strategies for 
knowledge/smart cities, including 
the technological, political, cultural, 
physical and economical aspects . 
Could add a strategic integrated 
dimension to some “smart city”
technological projects. 

ART            SCIENCE

Designing an 
“ecology for Open 
Innovation” using 
hi-tech/ hi-touch 
approach

“Virtual 
Tours” to 
case 
studies

www.open-futures.net

From: Open Futures, an Operating 
system for future centers,  edited by 
R. Dvir



C
ontact
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ron@innovationecology.com

Skype: rondvir

Website: 
www.InnovationEcology.com

THANK 
YOU!

FCA - FUTURE 
CENTERS  
ALLIANCE

mailto:ron@innovationecology.com

	Virtual Urban Innovation Center Dr. Ron Dvir Innovation Ecology
	Urban Innovation Center, at the core of a Knowledge City
	Physical Innovation/Future Centers
	The idea: Virtual Innovation Centers for smart cities
	Partners
	And…4 competencies we can offer to other projects
	Contact

